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TUTORIAL 5: REVIEW OF SEMESTER 1 AND EXPECTATIONS FOR SEMESTER 2

The primary purpose of this tutorial is to reflect on your performance in semester 1 (what worked,
what could be improved, what lessons did you learn etc.) and the expectation for semester 2.

5.1 Semester 1
Some of the topics you might reflect on and discuss:

¢ Module/course content
e Time management

e Assignments

e Feedback

¢ Independence

What are the key lessons you learned in semester 1, and what do you think you could reinforce or
improve on in semester 22

5.2 Semester 2

In semester 2, you will study three of the four Earth systems: the lithosphere, the biosphere, and the
hydrosphere. The atmosphere is studied in semester 1 of second year. These four systems interact
to produce the environments we are familiar with, and an understanding of these systems is
fundamental to all aspects of geography (human and physical), environmental science and marine
science:

o The lithosphere consists of the interior and surface of Earth, made up of rocks and
sediment.

o The limited part of the planet that supports living things (including humans) comprises the
second system, the biosphere.

o In the third system are the areas of Earth that are covered with enormous amounts of liquid
water and ice, called the hydrosphere.

o And finally, we have the atmosphere, a blanket of gas that keeps the planet warm and
provides oxygen for breathing and carbon dioxide for photosynthesis.

When you have completed the four systems modules, you will have ‘the fundamentals’. In second
year, you will mainly concentrate on understanding the key processes that shape our planet and
develop the key skills to investigate them. In final year, you will focus on applying your knowledge
and skills to linked environmental and societal issues within the context of a changing world.
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