
 

QUICK GUIDE: HARVARD REFERENCING 
 
Rory Quinn, School of Geography and Environmental Sciences, Ulster University 
 
When writing an assignment you are required to acknowledge the work of others by citing references in 
the text and creating a reference list at the end. There are two steps involved: in-text citations in the main 
body and a reference list at the end of the document.   
 
IN-TEXT 
CITATIONS 
 

Authors are cited in the main text using author surnames and year of publication. 
Single author: (Bull, 2021) 
Two authors: (Bull and Murphy, 2021) 
More than two authors: (Bull et. al., 2021) 
Author with more than one publication in same year: (Bull, 2001a) and (Bull 2001b)  
 

REFERENCE 
LIST 

All references cited in the body of the paper are listed alphabetically by last name of the 
first author. Only references cited in the body of the paper are listed here. 
 

Journal 
articles 

How to reference printed journal articles: Author, A. (year of publication) ‘Title of article’, 
Title of Journal, volume, number, page number(s). 
Example: Fish, B. (2016) ‘Sediment waves in the South Malin Sea’, Marine Geology, 15, 
4, 45-63.  
How to reference electronic journal articles: Author, A. (year of publication) ‘Title of 
article’, Title of Journal, volume, number, page number(s) if known. [Online] URL (Accessed 
date). 
Example: Jones, H. M., McKay, J., Alvarado, F., Plath, E., Jordan, A., Porter, M., Allsop, 
S. (2005) ‘The attractions of stupidity’, The St. Croix e-Review, 30, 2, pp. 6–10 [Online]. 
http:// st_croix_e-review.com/index.php/articles/ view/30/6/ (28.10.10) 

Book How to reference: Author, A. (year of publication) Title of Book, Place of publication, 
Publisher. 
Example: Denny, M. (2012) An Introduction to Oceanography, Princeton, Princeton 
University Press.  

Book 
chapter 

How to reference: Author of chapter, A. (year of publication) ‘Title of chapter’, in Author 
A. (ed[s]) Title of Book, Place of publication, Publisher, page extent.  
Example: Denny, S. (2016) ‘Chemical Oceanography’, in Thompson, R. (ed) Introduction 
to Oceanography, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Website How to reference: Author, A. (year of publication/last updated) Title of Website [Online]. 
URL (Accessed date).  
Example: DAERA (2021) Biodiversity in Northern Ireland [Online]. https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/topics/biodiversity (17.11.21) 

Newspaper 
Article 

How to reference: Author, A. (year of publication) ‘Title of the article’, Title of the 
Newspaper, date [Online]. URL (Accessed date). 
Example: Denny, M. (2020) ‘Innovation: the end of the white line’, The Guardian, 22 
August [Online]. Available at www.theguardian.com/end-of-white-line [Online] 
(12.02.20).  

 
For methods to cite and reference sources not included in this quick guide, see: 
https://www.open.ac.uk/libraryservices/documents/Harvard_citation_hlp.pdf  


